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BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTICES. 



A CONTRIBUTION TO THE LABOB, QUESTION. 

In Mr. Gunton's recent work* we note a pronounced departure from established 
economic doctrine, the purpose being, as its title implies, to show that wealth and 
progress are not incompatible, but are the inevitable accompaniments of each 
other. 

After previous and prevailing economic teachings, an apparent inconsistency 
in its doctrine may at first strike the reader ; but if he give a fairly careful read- 
ing he will find that, however novel and startling his propositions, Mr. Gunton 
does not content himself with assertions, or ask the reader to accept his word for 
any of his conclusions. If for anything, the book is conspicuous for the close 
backing of all theory by practical demonstration. 

The relation which labor and capital sustain to each other in production is 
carefully considered, and the fallacy of the often-heard assumption, that labor 
creates all wealth, clearly shown. For an example of the condition under which 
labor creates all wealth, he goes back to the time of the primitive savage, and re- 
minds us that never since that time has the laborer created his wealth without the 
aid of capital (machinery), and never since that time has he created so little — been 
so poor. 

On the other hand, he holds that the basis of the prosperity of the capitalist is 
the consuming power of the masses ; a fact which has been continually overlooked 
by political economists, who have failed to see that " the extent of the market is 
mainly determined by the consumption of the laboring class, who, it is estimated, 
consume about 80 per cent, of the machine-made products of the world," an error 
which arises from " regarding the laborer as only a factor in production, and 
ignoring him as an element in consumption." 

After touching upon the inadequacy of certain proposed schemes for raising 
wages, such as redistribution, the regulation of profits, money values, etc., Mr. 
Gunton states his law of wages. The conclusion that the price of labor (wages), 
like that of any other commodity, is determined by the cost of its production, 
i. e., the cost of the laborer's living, and that this price is increased and can be 
indefinitely increased in proportion as his standard of living is raised, is reached 
by a line of reasoning which cannot fail to impress a principle which is carefully 
shown to be so fully sustained by historical fact, so completely consistent through- 
out, so entirely applicable in explaining the causes of the variations of wages in 

* " Wealth and Progress. A Critical Examination of the Labor Problem." By George 
Gunton. D. Appleton & Co. 
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different times, conditions, industries, and countries, can hardly be regarded as a 
mere theory or creation. 

If this principle, that the price of labor and the extent of the market are 
determined by the consuming power or standard of living of the masses is under- 
stood and accepted, the importance of a reform measure which tends to elevate 
this standard will readily be felt. 

Increased leisure for the working classes Mr. Gunton regards as the most 
effective means. 

In support of his proposition for an eight-hour system — the vital question of 
the book — he gives much convincing evidence of the good effect of reducing work- 
ing hours in factories in England, and its recognition by leading statesmen, show- 
ing that, as a result of this policy, wages have risen and prices fallen without in 
the least injuring the profits of the capitalist, while as regards the social progress 
of the people, sufficient statistical evidence is given that this reform has been fol- 
lowed " by the increased intelligence of the masses and the decrease in pauperism 
and crime." 

A chapter in which the industrial progress of .England and the United States 
are compared, and in which is made the statement, sustained by many telling 
facts, " that during the last 35 years the laboring classes in this country have 
actually made less progress in social well being than those of monarchical England ," 
gives much food for thought. 

II. 

THE NEW ASTRONOMY. 

Db. Langley has placed the general leading public under obligation to him 
for the exceeding bright and able treatise * just issued in beautiful form by the 
Ticknors. The contents of this readable book comprise chapters on the Sun's 
Spots, the Surroundings and the Energy of the Sun, the Planets and the Moon, 
Meteors, Comets, and the Stars, and a very complete index to the whole. The 
work is addressed, not to the professional astronomer, but to that educated public 
on whose support he is so often dependent for the means of extending the bounda- 
ries of knowledge. In this connection the author makes a plea for the New As- 
tronomy, which he intimates, as compared with the Old Astronomy, is almost left 
unaided, while munificent endowments, private and public, are at the service of 
the latter. Perhaps a little more explanation on this point would have been ac- 
ceptable to the general reader, who may be assumed to be very much in the dark as to 
how he may aid and countenance the study of anyparticular branch of astronomy, 
and as to the schools which make a specialty of the New Astronomy or the science 
of Celestial Physics. If by buying and reading such books as this one of Professor 
Langley encouragement can be given to investigations which have for their object 
the solution of problems connected with the structure of the stars and planets, 
then we should, on this ground alone, hope that such books will command a very 
large sale, and if in any other way the pursuit can be aided the public should be 
advised. It is certainly one of the most fascinating subjects on which the ingenu- 
ity and industry of the human mind can be engaged. Vast strides have evidently 
been made within the compass of the present generation towards the answering 
of questions which everybody feels closely concern our race ; great improvements 

* " The New Astronomy." By Samuel Pierpont Langley, Ph.D., IX. D., Director of the 
Allegheny Observatory, Member National Academy, Fellow Eoyal Astronomical Society, etc. 
Ticknor & Company. 



